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Hi Everyone,

We have successfully completed another 
Awards banquet and raffle!

I would like to thank all who attended and 
brought in wonderful donations. I would also 
like to thank all the vendors that were nice 
enough to donate or give us a great deal on 
their cool products. It is companies and private 
donors like these that make this hobby such a 
wonderful close knit community that is willing 
to help expand our interests and get others to 
join.

Now that it is February, have you all got your 
thermal duration planes together? This March 
will be our first contest so you had better get 
to knockin’ out the cob webs and checking 
your batteries. Also remember that you need 
to renew you AMA membership in order to 
compete in our contests.

I hope to see every one there so that we 
can get lots of practice in for our 2nd Annual 
Gamblers Gala contest in July.

See you all soon and thanks again for 
supporting our fine club.

Sincerely,
Pete Casti

Letter from the President: January/February 2004

S3 Officers for 2004
President . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Pete Casti

Vice President  . .Ron “Dick Cheney” Madison

Secretary/Newsletter Editor . . . . Ron Marston

Treasurer. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jim Brady

Safety Officer  . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lyn Disbrow(?)

Public Relations Officer  . . . . . Adam Kremers

Dave Hagander and president Pete Casti amuse themselves with foam 
darts at the S3 2004 pizza party/raffle/awards ceremony.
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Treasurer’s Reports
Period ending January 5, 2003

Opening Balance:       $1,166.56

Income

 2004 Dues          $90.00
 (Chase, Disbrow, McKlusky)
Total Income      $90.00
Expenses:
 none
Total Expenses:     $0.00
Closing Balance:        $1,256.56

Period ending February 3, 2004

Opening Balance:                 $1,256.56

Income:
 2004 Dues         $138.00
 (Brown, Lieder, A Marston,  
 R Marston, Maschal)
Total Income      $138.00

Expenses:
 Raffle - Spirit Elite Lee $90.00
 Raffle - Gulp sloper         $100.00
 gift certificate - Norm Evans          $82.67
 2003 newsletter postage          $70.00
Total Expenses:     $342.67

Closing Balance:      $1,051.89

Submitted by Jim Brady

NOTE: February report does not show raffle 
income (it hadn’t happened yet!)

January 2004 Meeting Minutes 
Meeting of 1-06-04 was called to order by 
Adam Kremers at 7:37 p.m.

Minutes of previous meting were accepted as 
published in newsletter.

Treasurer’s report was read (see above).

Correspondences:

Steve Drake is giving us a deal on a DS 
sloper for the raffle. Go check out the web 
site at stevedrake.com.

January 2004 Minutes (cont’d)

Old business: 

Raffle: Adam sent letters asking for raffle 
donations right before Christmas, and is 
waiting for responses. We have some good 
planes in the raffle this year - something for 
everyone. Leonard has some planes he may 
donate if he is able to attend.

Winches: Adam looked for numbers on the 
winches, but couldn’t find anything to identify 
them as 6v or 12v. Lee suggested emailing 
the Winch Doctor and asking him. There was 
some discussion about castings and shaft 
length and roundness, I think.

Marston will create new flyers for the hobby 
stores, and check with Bill Gillis about 
membership cards (if there are any blanks still 
around).

New business:

Pete made a motion to accept new business.

Web site: Leonard brought up a privacy issue 
relating to the web site. Search engines like 
Google now have personal lookup features 
that allow you to type in a name and find 
contact info. When Leonard typed his own 
name in as a test, the info Google brought up 
clearly came from our S3 web site.

Leonard and Marston will work to create 
a password protected tier of the site that 
contains the member’s phone numbers/
addresses, etc.

Pete suggested we may not need to publish 
addresses at all. Also, the newsletter has 
contact info in every issue, that anyone can 
download.

Gala contest: Lee brought up the issue of 
picking a weekend for the 2004 Gambler’s 
Gala. After some discussion, a motion carried 
to set the date to July 17-18. Lee will set up 
a committee later. Email Lee if you want to 
volunteer.

Voting for most improved pilot took place.
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January 2004 Minutes (cont’d)

The contest schedule for 2004 was decided 
(see elsewhere in this issue)

New VP Ron Madison is trying to be active in 
the club, and came down to the Round Table 
to book the meeting room for 2004. As usual, 
there was no book yet.

Oliver had a Thank You card for Norm Evans 
that was passed around and signed. 

Meeting adjourned around 8:35 p.m.

Submitted by Ron Marston

February 2004 Meeting Minutes 
No minutes were taken for the February 
meeting. See report below.

2004 Awards/Raffle/Party

Let’s get to the bottom line first: The club 
took in $1,220.10 in raffle ticket sales and 
pizza contributions for this year’s event. We 
spent $878.75 on prizes and pizza, and so 
we had a net profit of $341.35.

This is the best S3 has done since I have 
been a member (about five years), and 
maybe the best the club has ever done! 

Thanks go to all who contributed to the event. 
Oliver donated one of the grand prizes; a 
Jade competition sailplane. Phil, Bill Gillis, 
Dave, Lyn, Leonard, and others I didn’t catch 

also donated items to the raffle. Sorry I didn’t 
get everyone’s name - consider yourself an 
unsung hero if I didn’t mention you. 

Adam deserves thanks for contacting 
manufactures for donations. He was able 
to get some very nice freebees, including 
a Castle Creations Phoenix 25 controller 
and some $20 gift certificates from Dymond 
Modelsports. Adam also took care of 
ordering all the prizes we did pay for.

President Pete procured a prodigious sloper 
for the raffle, and did a great job running the 
show, with the help of a little boy who was 
drawing tickets for us. (I didn’t get his name, 
but I think I’ve seen him flying at ranch San 
Rafael.) 

Arthur Marston helped out by counting out 
tickets for the buyers. No small task consider-
ing we sold over 1,500 tickets.

Pete and young raffle ticket picker

Some of the raffle prizes

More raffle prizes - most of these were donated by club members.
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Overall the event was a success. I think 
everyone had a good time, and I saw lots of 
people who have been dormant for awhile. I 
also saw many rc pilots who aren’t S3 club 
members.

Before the raffle started we had the awards 
ceremony.

Most improved pilot went to 15 year old 
Arthur Marston by unanimous vote.

Pilot of the year runner up went to Adam 
Kremers.

Oliver graciously accepted the pilot of the year 
award, and gave out the Order of the Arrow 
award to Adam Kremers, for his discovery 
that a wing with carbon fiber in it will indeed 
conduct electricity at high voltages. The award 
Oliver made was a miniature “burning man” 
statue holding a nice scale model of Adam’s 
fried plane in his outstretched hands. At the 
base was a fireplace lighter shaped like a 

2004 Awards/Raffle/Party (cont’d)

Lots of people came, bought tickets, ate pizza, and won planes.
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giant match stick. These 
awards get nicer and nicer 
each year, it seems.

Oliver also presented two 
special awards he made 
himself. One went to Ron 
Marston (me) for “creative 
contributions”, meaning the 
newsletters, and the web 
site, membership cards, 
etc. The other went to Lee 
Cox for all his work putting 
together the Gambler’s 
Gala contest. Both awards consisted of a 
laser etched block of crystal, mine with a 
pterodactyl and Lee’s with a pair of dice, that 
sits on a wood base with a plaque and LEDs 
to light up the crystal. Very cool, and very 
unexpected. Thanks Oliver.

The Dick Stevens/ Wolf Herth memorial 
contest award went to Oliver. I believe this is 
the first year this award has gone to someone 
other than Chris Adams or Dave Hagander. 
Dave made the original award plaque, which 
is very nice. It’s amazing how many skilled 
craftsmen we have in the club!

This kid’s expression summed it all up for the 2004 S3 award/raffle/party.

Adam accepts the cool Order of the Arrow award from Oliver.

Ron Marston with the Creative Contributions award.

2004 Awards/Raffle/Party (cont’d)

Lee gets a small token of appreciation for creating the Gala contest 
(and for everything else he does for the club).

Oliver gets to keep the Dick Stevens award for a year.
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2004 S3 Contest Scores (Normalized to 1000 points)

Pilot March April May June July Aug.  Sept. Oct. Total

Chris Adams 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Jim Brady 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0  
Ron Brown 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Pete Casti 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Richard Castillion 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Lee Cox 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Lyn Disbrow 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Bill Gillis 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Scott Hall 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Dave Hagander 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Dan Hickey 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Mike Karpchuk 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Adam Kremers 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Oliver Lieder 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Leonard MacKey 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Ron Madison 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Arthur Marston 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Ron Marston 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Charlie Maschal 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Howard McCluskey 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

S3 Contest Schedule for 2004 
S3 contests are usually held the third Sunday of the Month from March to October, at the Washoe 
Valley flying site (2.2 miles South of Bower’s Mansion on the West side of old 395).

Month  S3 Contest Date  Contest Director  SVSS Contests (Sac)
March   3/21    Oliver    3/13
April   4/18    Pete/Leonard   4/10 
May   5/16    Arlee    5/08
June   6/20    Adam    6/19
July   7/11    Lee    7/10
Gambler’s Gala 7/17 - 7/18   Lee   
August  8/15    Arthur/Ron Marston  8/14
September  9/19    Lyn Disbrow   9/11
October  10/17    Oliver    10/9

Other Flying Events
Spring Fling (Sacramento) June 26, 27, 2004
Visalia Fall Soaring Festival  October 2-3, 2004

A CLEAN SLATE!
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Sierra Silent Soarers
Newsletter Editor
1653 Westfield Ave.
Reno, NV 89509

Have you paid your dues yet? If your name is 
grayed out on the roster, you need to pay! 

First Contest of the year is coming up!

March 21, 2004

Next Club Meeting: 
Tuesday, March 2, 7:30pm  •  Round Table Pizza • McCarran and Mira Loma




